I know were saved.. I have at last given up all hope of finding them, and am therefore bringing forward the case without any pathological report. As far as I can make out, the patient died purely from neglect of antiseptic precautions. I must say I do not think that I can exculpate myself from a considerable amount of responsibility, as I was unable to get down to the hospital as often as I should have done to look after the case.
Epithelioma of the Left Auricle after Operation (Specimen of Ear removed shown).
By W. STUART-LOw, F.R.C.S. J. B., A MAN, aged 45, a warehouseman by trade, was shown at the November meeting, 1918, the case being recognized as a very rare condition-viz., malignant disease supervening on a surface affected for many years with lupus erythematosus.
Radical removal of the ear, including the entire cartilaginous and membranous auditory meatus, was performed on November 25 last. The method of operation was as follows: A long incision was carried down the length of the retro-auricular groove and extended upwards over the temporal region for 3 in., and downwards over the parotid region for the same distance. Another incision, almost at right angles, but sloping downwards somewhat, was carried backwards for 3 in. from the middle of the first incision. Two flaps of skin were now raised and turned upwards and downwards, and the glandular structures underneath thoroughly cleared out above, behind, and below the ear, the exposed surfaces being then thoroughly scraped with a sharp spoon and a solution of 40 gr. to the ounce of chloride of zinc well rubbed over the exposed tissues and bone. This very effectively checked the free bleeding which took place, and was also used with the object of destroying stray cancer cells, and setting up a healthy inflammatory action. The entire meatus-cartilaginous and membranous-was then forcibly evulsed, and the walls of the meatus scraped, and the solution of zinc applied. The skin in front of the ear was then reflected by an incision from the attachment of the auricle above to that of the lobule below.
This. anterior flap of skin being raised the pre-auricular glands were removed, and the surface scraped, and the same solution applied. The flaps were stitched in position, a thick rubber tube being fixed in the meatus. The parts have healed perfectly, and it is interesting to notice that the scaliness of the skin is now much less, as perhaps the lotion so freely and frequently used in the after-treatment-viz., liq. hydrarg.
perchlor. 1-2,000-has helped to restrain it and improve the tone of the tissues by lessening the latent tuberculous infection. The blending of two dyscrasise, tuberculosis. and cancer, in the same situation, is not the least interesting point of December, 1914 . "Fracture of the skull" was then diagnosed. He was seven days unconscious and five weeks confined to bed. He complains of the following symptoms since:
(1) Noises in the left ear, by day and night (like steam escaping).
(2) Giddiness. More unsteady in the dark than by daylight, in the morning and the evening than other parts of the day. When walking, he tends to go to the left and " bumps " into anybody who is on this side of him. He also falls off the kerbstone to the left.
Examination.-(1) Membranes intact, with good lustre, and no lesion seen.
